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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH 
July 1, 1973 - June 3u, 1974 
To the Commissioner of Agriculture: 
In accordance with Section 3e, Section 129, General Laws, 
Acts of 1932, I herewith submit the report of the Division of 
Animal Health for the fiscal year, July 1, 1973 to June 30, 
1974 inclusive. 
We are continuing the program of T.B. testing cattle once 
in three (3) years. The shortage of veteri!lary staff and 03 (per 
diem) veterinarians during the past two years has caused a build-
up in overdue testing work. 
More emphasis on yearly testing of large, problem, dealer 
and herds where replacements are purchased is anticipated. No 
new foci of T.B. infection developed this year. The depopulation 
of a large herd in prospect last year was completed. Test results 
of the repopulated herd give us grounds for hope that the disease 
has been eradicated from this farm. 
Enceph ~ lomyelitis in birds and horses was severe this year. 
Four (4) fl ocks of pheasants were infected and fifty-seven (57) 
horses were d ·~ agnosed as having the disease. 
The severe disruption of the normal work of the Division by 
this outbre ak prompted the development of an intensive effort to 
vaccinate horses prior to the 1974 Encephalomyelitis season. The 
program was developed and executed by one of our Animal Health 
Inspectors. He put in about one half of his time on this project 
from December through June. We estimate that between 75 and 95 
percent of the horses were vaccinated. 4-H leaders and members, 
town health officie.ls, horse clubs, and veterinarians all co-oper-
ated in the effort. 
No Hog Cholera was discovered in the state this year. The 
national picture is also bright. 
The eradication of Brucellosis in hogs is being pursued with 
vigor. The four western counties are now validated. A law is in 
legislative process to provide indemnity for hogs lost in the e-
radication program • 
. Massachusetts continues to maintain its Certified Brucellosis-
Free status according to Federal regUlations. 
A new law Prohibiting the Administration of Drugs to Horses 
Participating in Contests at Agricultural Fairs wa s enacted this 
ye ar. Activity on the enforcement of this law will be initiated 
next year. 
A great increase in the testing of horses for presence of 
Equine Infectious Anemia developed in this year resulted in the 
1. 
uncovering of fifty-eight (58) infected horses. The mandatory de-
stroying or permanent quarantine of these animals sparked a demand 
from the horse industry for a program of control and eradication 
of this disease. An information and educational program on the 
disease was initiated. A law prohibiting the importation of horses 
with the disease is in legislative process. A program to control 
and eradicate the disease in the state will be developed next year. 
The companion programs for licensing Riding Schools/or Stables 
and Horseback-Riding Instructors were started in February of 1974. 
This work was carried out by the Supervisor of Riding Academies. 
The supply of large animal veterinarians continues to be short. 
Members of the Division staff have contributed to the effort to es-
tablish a Veterinary School in New England. 
During the fiscal year the usual number of miscellaneous 
diseases were reported. 
The Division still enjoys excellent co-operation and help from 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Division of the USDA located 
in Waltham. We continue to work· closely with the College of Food 
and Natural Resources of the University of Massachusetts. 
Following is information and statistics in detail covering the 
various activities of the Division. 
Respectfully submitted, 
k~Jit :Lj?b~ 
vial ter F. Lewis 
Director 
2. 
BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 
There were seven hundred and eighty-eight (788) tuberculin 
herd tests, thirty-three thousand six hundred and twenty-two (33,622) animal tests applied to which sixty-four (64) head 
were declared reactors, as compared with eight hundred and 
twelve (812) t uberc ulin herd tes ts and thirty-five thous and 
one hundred and eighty-two (35,182) animal tests applied the 
previous fiscal year to which one hundred and twenty-seven 
(127) head of cattle reacted. 
Sixty-two (62) of the sixty-four (64) head declared to 
be reactors were reported as having "no gross lesions" of 
tuberculosis at time of slaughter. 
One hundred and fifty-three (153) herds containing three 
thousand one hundred and ninety-four (3,194) head of cattle, 
included in the census report of June 30, 1973 were disposed of 
by the owners prior to the census period ending June 30, 1974. 
Ninety-seven (97) herds containing one thousand and five (1,005) head of cattle to which testing has not previously been 
conducted are included in the census report of the period ending 
June 30, 1974. 
Tuberculin tests are conducted by State and Federal accred-
ited veterinarians under a State and Federal Cooperative Plan 
for the establishment of tuberculosis -free herds and the eradica-
tion of bovine tuberculosis. 
Following is a summary of the tuberculin tests as made by 
veterinarians for the twelve-month period of this report: 
HERDS HEAD REACTORS 
Veterinarians paid by the State 
on a salary basis 670 26,838 . 63 
Veterinarians paid by the State 
as Program Agents 97 5,221 
Veterinarians paid by the o\-Ther 2 567 
Veterinarians paid by the Federal 
Government on a salary basis 19 996 1 
788 33,622 64 
During the fiscal year owners were reimbursed for grade 
cattle amounting to $27,637.15. 
3. 
COUNTY CENSUS 
AS OF 
JUNE 30, 1972 
100 or Hore Head 
COUnTY HERDS HEAD HERDS HEAD 
-
-
Barnstable 4 126 - -
Berkshire 369 13,852 39 5,812 
Bristol 277 10,609 18 3,672 
Dukes t 18 198 - -
C Essex 163 4,357 8 1,4.82 
Franklin 414 13,534 24 3,718 
Hampden 231 5,207 1 167 
Hampshire 333 10,803 24 3,672 
Hiddlesex 158 5,211 11 1,758 
Nantucket 1 36 - -
Norfolk 99 2,327 2 290 
Plymouth 167 6,896 13 4,057 
Suffolk - - - -
Horcester 661 22,646 42 6,606 
TOTALS 2,895 95,802 182 31,234 
ANNUAL INSPECTION OF NEAT CATTLE, HORSES, SWINE, SHEEP AND GOA'l'S 
In accordance with Section 10, Chapter 129 of the General Laws 
the annual inspection of neat cattle, horses, swine, sheep and 
goats and of the premises ",here kept was completed. 
Reports received from the cities and towns showed that inspec-
tion indicated the following information: 
COm~TY HERDS 
Barnstable 19 
Berkshire 407 
Bristol 403 
Dukes 21 
Essex 188 
Franklin 475 
Hampden 320 
Hampshire 360 
Middlesex 228 
Nantucket 1 
Norfolk 108 
Plymouth 216 
Suffolk 2 
Worcester .813 
TOTALS 3,561 
NEAT 
CATTLE 
11 , 24·? 
140 
4,351 
14,672 
5,433 
11 ,395 
5,249 
23 
1,901 
6,617 
100,558 
HORSES 
AND SHINE SitlINE 
PONIES HERDS HEAD SHEEP 
943~ 15 27 143 
1,699@ 100 652 541 
2, 324GV 85 8,987 562 
283® 22 76 822 
3,16 3 32 2,877 463 
1 ,72 1 83 436 486 
1,695@ 50 927 726 
. 1 ,681 g 90 . 2,355 1,163 
4,215 @ 101 9,508 705 
84@ 25 
1,978 @ 39 232 537 
2,056(£) 84 3,827 558 
100@ 1 11 35 
3,577GJ 207 16,029 1 ,437 
25,526 909 45,944 8,203 
GOATS 
92 
62 
259 
44 
121 
143 
11 .'+ 
133 
220 
5 
91 
156 
43 
369 
1 ,852 . 
Of the total number of cattle inspected, seventy-one thousand 
seven hundred seventy-two (71,772) were grade dairy . cows, heifers 
and calves; fourteen thousand two hundr'e d seventeen (14,217) were 
purebred dairy cows, heifers and calves. There were also three 
hundred eighty (380) purebred bulls listed • 
. Also, there were one hundred and thirty-two (132) donkies; 
thirty-two (32) buffalo; sixty-five (65) deer; thirteen .(13) 
burros; two (2) colts; two hundred five (205) oxen; five (5) 
jackasses: seventeen (17) mules; eight hundred (800) mink; thirty-
eight (38) rams; seven (7) llamas; nine (9) longhorns inspected · 
this year. 
MONTH 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
1973 
1974 
. PRIVATE CALFHOOD VACCINATIONS 
(OWNER'S EXPENSE) 
HERDS , 
27 
26 
11 
16 
24 
27 
18 
32 
61 
41 
38 
6 
TOTAL 327 
6 • 
HEAD 
( 
117 
118 
63 
114 
153 
130 
85 
259 
307 
275 
272 
· 32 
1,925 
BRUCELLOSIS 
The Brucellosis program has been carried on in 
accordance with Chapter 129, General Laws as 
amended by Chapter 527, Acts of 1956. 
During the' fiscal year 1974 reimbursement to 
owners was mB.de for ninety-three cattle reactors 
(all grades) amounting to two thousand three hun-
dred and twenty-five dollars ($2,325.00). 
Following is a tabulation of the results of lab-
oratory examination of the blood samples from 
cattle under this program; also from goats and 
swine. 
BRUCELLOSIS 
7/1/73 6/30/74 
Negative Reactors Suspicious Others* Totals 
Cattle 6,343 74 27 23 6,467 
Goats 283 0 2 0 285 
Swine 2,476 295 0 2 2,773 
Sheep 36 0 0 3 39 
Horses 3 0 0 0 3 
Buffalo 1 0 0 0 1 
Deer 31 0 0 0 31 
AlOudad 2 0 0 0 2 
TOTALS 9,175 369 29 28 9,601 
• 
* Containers broken, insufficient 
amount of serum, hemolized. 
Certified Herds: CATTLE 
Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Cattle in Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Certified Herds: GOATS 
Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Goats in Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Validated Herd s : SWINE 
Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 
Swine in Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds 
MILK RING TESTS 
Negative Suspi cious TOTAL 
3323 o 3323 
8 
480 
14 
78 
59 
1,414 
8. 
GOATS 
7/1/73 6/30/74 
This Division arranges for the tuberculin testing 
and blood testing of goats provided the owner signs an 
agreement to the effect that any goats declared as re-
actors to either test would be immediately disposed of 
• for slaughter with no compensation allowed by the 
Commonwealth. 
. . 
Under the new T. B. testing program, goats will be 
tested on the same basis as cattle, every three years. 
Under this agreement one hundred and fifty-three 
(153) goats were tuberculin tested and one hundred and 
twenty-four (124) blood tested. Two (2) goats showed a 
suspicious reaction and when retested one was negative. 
9. 
RABIES 
Under the Massachusetts Department of ~ublic Health reg-
ulations Chapter 111, General Laws as amended by Chapter 265, 
Acts of 1938, Sections 6 and 7 "Dog Bite" is declared a dis-
ease dang erous to public health. 
Chapter 129, Section 21 of the General Laws, was amended 
under Chapter 29, Acts of 1963 to read: "All dogs known to 
have bitten persons shall be quarantined for a period of ten 
(10) days for observation, at the end of which De riod, if no 
symptoms of rabies have developed, said animals may be release-
ed from quarantine o~ order of the Director." 
Investigation of reported injuries inflicted to persons 
by biting dogs and the q~arantining of such do g s is one of the 
duties of the Inspector of Ani~als. 
One thousand five hundred and se" enty-nine (1,579) persons 
were bitten by stray animals. The brains of se"ven hundred and 
forty-five (745) animals were sent to Wassermann Laboratory 
for examination. Of that number five hundred and fifty-one 
(551) were reported to have bitten six hundred and six 
(606) persons. 
The followin g tabulation is a record of bites inflicted 
by dogs and other animals. 
10. 
Released 
Quarantined 
Animals 
' 1973 
July 1,602 
August 1,317 
September 1,000 
October 984 
November 803 
.December 525 
1974 
January 661 
.February . 610 
March 785 
April 894 
May 1,396 
June 1,266 
TOTALS 11, 8~.3 
RABIES 
Bite Cases 
Destroyed 
No Examina-
tion 
4 
4 
8 
7 
4 
3 
0 
1 
3 
2 
7 
5 
Heads 
Laboratory 
NEGATIVE 
80 
60 
62 
61 
45 
42 
23 
28 
36 
46 
93 
94 
670 
Heads 
Laboratory 
POSITIVE 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
3 
11. 
Heads 
Laboratory 
UNSATIS-
'FACTORY 
10 
16 
7 
5 
1 
3 
2 
5 
2 
5 
6 
10 
72 
12. 
RABIES 
Bite Cases --- Fiscal Year 1974 
Re eased Destroyed Heads to Heads to eads to 
Quarantined No Examina- Laboratory Laboratory Laborator 
Animals tion NEGA.TIVE POSITIVE UNSATIS-
FACTORY 
Dogs ,37 3 0 0 
Baboon 1 0 0 0 0 
Bats · 0 0 99 3 20 
Bears 1 0 0 0 0 
Black Mouse 0 0 1 0 0 
Cats 268 9 88 0 4 
Chipmunks 1 0 33 0 3 
Cow 0 0 1 0 0 
Donkey 1 0 0 0 0 
Field Mice 0 1 1 0 1 
Foxes 0 0 5 0 0 
Gerbils 52 - 2 25 0 5 
Ground Hog 0 0 1 0 0 
Guinea Pigs 10 0 3- 0 1 
Hamsters 32 0 36 0 8 
Horses 13 0 8 0 0 
Kittens 0 1 4 0 0 
Mice 9 0 15 0 11 
Moles 0 0 2 0 4 
Monkeys 13 0 2 0 0 
Mule 1 0 0 0 0 
Muskrats 0 0 2 0 0 
Parrots 2 0 0 0 0 
Pet Rabbits 0 0 3 0 0 
Pet Rats 0 0 3 0 0 
Pet Skunks 0 0 2 0 0 
Pet Squirrels 0 0 2 0 0 
Ponies 2 0 0 0 0 
Possums 1 0 0 0 1 
Rabbits 32 1 19 0 3 
Raccoons 13 0 32 , 0 0 
Rats 9 1 21 0 2 
Red Squir're1 0 0 1 0 0 
Shrews 0 0 1 0 1 
Skunks 6 0 28 0 1 
Snake 1 0 0 0 0 
Squirrels 3 1 59 0 1 
13. 
Rft.BIES 
Bite Cases --- Fi3 cal Year 1974 
Released Destroyed Heads to Hea ds to Heads to 
Quarantined No Examina- Laboratory Laboratory Labora torv 
Animals tion NEGATIVE POSITIVE UNS.l\. TIS -
FACrrORY 
Stray Cat 0 0 1 0 0 
Voles 0 0 11 0 4 
White Rat 0 1 0 0 0 
Woodchuck 0 0 1 0 0 
Total 11,843 48 670 3 72 
CATTLE IMPORTS 
7/1/73 6/30/74 
Canada 801 New Hampshire 456 
Colorado 1 New Jersey 63 
Connecticut 1430 New York 3285 
Georgia 49 North Carolina 
Indiana 25 Ohio 
Kentucky 2 Oklahoma 
Maine 1541 Pennsylvania 
}1arylend 9 Rhode Island 
• 
Michigan 3 South Caroline 
Mississippi 17 Texas 
Missouri 20 Vermont 
Montana 6 Virginia 
Wisconsin 
TOTAL - 9,068 
Six hundred and fifty three (653) permits were issued 
covering nine thousand and sixty-eight (9,068) head 
of cattle. 
4 
78 
47 
185 
118 
4 
6 
576 
188 
154 
15. 
EXPORTS --- JULY 1, 1973 THRU JUNE 30, 1974 
Interstate certificates of health were issued on two 
thousand seven hundred forty-two (2,742) head of cattle; 
one (1) buffalo; thirty-eight (38) goats; fifty-three (53) 
sheep; and one hundred ten (110) swine, exported to other 
states and countries, as follows: 
CATTLE 
DESTINATION HEAD DESTINATION HEAD 
--
Arkansas 52 New York 526 
California 1 Ohio 3 
Canada 15 Oklahoma 54 
Connecticut 434 Pennsylvania 30 
Florida 1 Rhode Island 551 
Illinois 8 South Carolina 88 
Indiana 1 South Dakota 6 
Iowa 49 Tennessee 6 
Kentucky 1 Texas 5 
Louisiana 4 Utah 12 
l1aine 74 Vermont 458 
Maryland 14 Virginia III 
Nebraska 8 Washington 3 
New Hampshire 222 Wisconsin 2 
New Jersey 3 
Total 2,742 
BUFFALO SHEEP 
Vermont 1 . Cormecticut 2 
Guatemala 42 
Total 1 New Hampshire 3 
New York 1 
GOATS Pennsylvania 
-2 
Canada 3 Total 53 
Chile 11 
Kentucky 5 SWINE 
Maine 11 
Rhode Island 8 Connecticut 81 
Greece 9 
Total 38 . New York 2 
Pennsylvania 18 
Total 110 
PERMITS TO FEED GARBAGE TO SHINE 
VESICULAR EXANTIlli"'MA PROGRAM 
Chapter 655 - Acts of 1953 
Fiscal year 1974 
During the fiscal year 1974, one hundred 
and sixty-one (161) " Permits were issued 
for Feeding Garbage to Swine. 
" LICENSE TO DEAL IN PORCI NE ANH1ALS " 
In accordance with General Laws, Chapter 129, 
Secs. 39, 40 and 43, as amended by Chapter 312, 
Acts of 1971, thirteen (13) Swine Dealer 
Licenses and eighteen (18) plates were issued. 
LICENSING OF PET SHOPS 
In accordance with Chapter 129, Section 39A of 
the General Laws, Chapter 993, Acts of 1971, 
two hundred and eighty-seven (287) Licenses 
were issued for the Operation of Pet Shops. 
16. 
17. 
CERTIFICATES OF EQUINE EXAMINATION 
July 1, 1973 June 30, 1974 
DUring the fiscal year 1974, lve issued three hundred and eleven (311) Certificates of Equine Examination for five hundrea and thirty-
seven (~37) horses leaving the State of Massachusetts for Shows, Fairs, 
Races and Sales. 
We receivea five hundred and twenty-six (526) Certificates of 
Equine Examination for one thousand and two hundred and forty (1,240) 
horses that came into the State for Exhibition, Racing, Breeding and 
for purchase by Massachusetts horse men. These horses came from forty 
(40) States and Australia, Bermuda and Canada. 
EQUINE ENCEPHALOMYELITIS 
There were fifty-seven (57) horses and four (4) flocks of 
pheasants dia~osed as having Encephalomyelitis. 
ERYSIPELAS 
LARYNGOTRACHEITIS 
PULLORUM 
MENINGITIS 
MISCELLANEOUS DISEASES 
1 hog reported positive. 
6 flocks were placed under quarantine. 
1 flock of birds was quarantined and later 
released. 
All hamsters in two stores quarantined and 
later released 
18. 
EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANEMIA 
(Report of Coggins Test) 
July 1, 1973 - June 3u, 1974 
COUNTY TOTAL NEGATIVE POSITIVE 
Barnstable 97 96 1 
Berkshire 769 752 17 
Bristol un 187 0 
Dukes 61 61 0 
Essex 619 615 · 4 
Franklin 419 413 6 
Hampden 216 215 1 
Hampshire 624 613 11 
Middlesex 1160 1149 11 
Nantucket 14 14 0 
Norfolk 588 St35 3 
Plymouth 196 196 0 
Suffolk 119 119 0 
Worcester 565 561 4 
TOTALS 5634 5576 . 58 
LICENSING OF RIDING SCHOOLS/or STABLES AND HORSEBACK-
RIDING INSTRUCTORS 
A program to license all Riding Schools/or Stables and 
all individuals who teach Horseback-Riding is required by 
Chapter l2e, Sections 2A and 2B of the Massachusetts General 
Laws with rules and regulations pertaining to the above. ~~is 
program was put into operation during February of 1974. 
From that time through June 1974 one hundred and forty-
five (145) Riding School/or Stable license applications were 
filed. No licenses were issued during the fiscal year 1974. 
The licensing year runs from April °1 through Mar'ch 31 of each 
year. 
From February of the fiscal year 1974 three hundred and 
eighty-seven (3e7) applications for Horseback-Riding Instructor 
licenses were filed. Since a time period is involved to allow 
for the processing of each application no licenses were issued 
during this period. The licensing year runs from Apr'il 1 
through March 31 of each year. . 
19. 
QUARANTINE STATION AT LITTLETON 
Total number of livestock received at the Farmers Live Animal 
Market Exchange in Littleton from July 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974 
was as follows: 
Cattle 
Calves 
Swine 
Sheep 
TOTAL 
11 ,001 
12,020 
18,878 
253 
The following rvi assachusetts animals went through the chute: 
Cattle Brucellosis Reactors 7 
Cat t le Brucellosis Sus~e cts 3 
Swine Brucellosis Suspects 111 
Horses E I A Positive 3 
In addition to FLA~8 in Littleton, the following anim&ls were 
rece ived and sold at the Livestock Auction in Easton and the 
North81npton Cooperative Auction Association, Inc. in Whately, 
Massachuse t ts: 
Cattle 
Calves 
EASTON 
Sheep and Go a ts 
TOTAL 
6,987 
5,768 
775 
13,530 
Cattle 
Calve s 
WHATELY 
She e:p and Goats 
Swine 
TOTAL 
LICENS.sD Dl!::ALERS I N BOVINE ANI HAIJS 
4,225 
9,845 
595 
1,625 
16,290 
During the fiscal y e ar 1974, the re ware ninety-two (92) licenses 
issued to de alers in dairy and b e ef cattle, and one hundred and ' 
twenty-seven (127) plate s were sent out for use on the truck s 
operated by the se dealers. 
A total of six thousand, two hundred and seventy-one (6,271) 
dairy cattle and three hundre d and twe nty-four (321-l- ) beef cattle 
were reporte d by licensed dealers as ~urchased and sold. 
20. 
